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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {if known)} PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Pope-Leighey House is a one-story structure with neither basement nor ay
and with a broad flat roof overhanging the grooved-board walls. The roof,
cantilevered carport, and grouped windows emphasize the horizontality of the
house. The building rests on a concrete slab in which the heating pipes

are imbedded. The plan is on two levels, reflecting the gentle slope of

the site. The wall construction is a wood sandwich consisting of unpainted
cypress sheathing screwed to both sides of a plywood core, thus eliminating
the usual system of vertical studs. All of the ornament, both interior and
exterior, is of a technimorphic nature: that is indigenous to the materials
themselves--in the way they are cut, joined, and fitted together, employing

their individual or juxtaposed forms, shapes, colors, and textures. The
primary materials are reduced to cypress, brick, and glass.
it is said, to Frank

Although the scale of the house is small--tailored,
Lloyd Wright's own physical proportions--the interior is airy and spacious.
The main part of the interior is not divided into separate chambers but is &
whole series of spaces which interpenetrate and overlap. The bedrooms,
however, are contained in a wing perpendicular to the entrance. Much of

the furniture is built in for easy care and an uncluttered look. Like the
exterior, the interior walls are either brick or unpainted cypress,
requiring no painting or other care by the owmers. .

Although the house had been dismantled and moved from its original site,
the present site was carefully chosen so that the house would retain the
same visual relationship with the surrounding woodlands that Wright intended

ticg,
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The Pope-Leighey House was designed in 1939 by Frank Lloyd Wright for
Loren Pope. Construction of the house began in the summer of 1940 under
the supervision of Gordon Chadwick, one of Wright's Taliesin apprentices.
The house was ready for occupancy by the winter of 1941, and the Popes
lived there until 1946 when the property was sold to Mr., and Mrs. Robert
A. Leigney. 1In 1963, the Commonwealth of Virginia, Department of
Highways, notified Mrs. Leighey of its plans to use the property in the
construction of an interstate highway. It was decided that the house
would have to be moved in order to be preserved, and through the efforts
of the Department of the Interior, the Natiomal Trust for Historie
Preservation, and many other interested organizations and individuals,
means for preserving the structure were secured. In July of 1964, Mrs.
Leighey signed a contract with the National Trust in which the Trust
agreed to provide a site for the house, recomstruct it on the site,
maintain it after reconstruction as a house museum, and permit Mrs.
Leighey the use of the -house during her lifetime. By June 1965, the
reconstruction of the house on its new site at Woodlawn Plantation was

completed.

The design of the Pope-leighey House reflects Frank Loyd Wright's concern
with the problem of providing contemporary Americans with well-designed
housing for a minimum cost. Wright believed that not only the elite
but alsc the average Americans should have housing commensurate with
their dignity as American citizens. Thus, Wright developed what he calleq
the U.S.-onian, or Usonian house--a practical, economical house, yet

one that contained the quality and clarity of design that Wright believed
was essential to make modern American life livable.

The Pope-Leighey House is the third and perhaps the most representative
of Wright's Usonian houses. The value of the house as an architectural
document was summed up by architectural c¢ritic Edgar J. Kaufmann, Jr.,

when he wrote:

The Pope-Leighey House is great because of the principals it
embodies, not because of its real portioms of beauty, livability

or economy, or architectural logic. These are but manifestations

of its vitality. This vitality can enliven any building, from

a hencoop to & country seat or a house of worship, as Wright's

works demonstrate. In the Pope-Leighey House the power of this
creative victory is presented, as clear as a handful of spring water.
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